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We ask for your prayers as they make the transition to the next chapter of their lives and ministries, that God would give them the wisdom for crucial decisions, places for fruitful ministry, and blessings for their families and congregations.  As always, we are sorry to see them go and not be able to see them daily in class, yet we know we will stay in touch with them and remain colleagues in Kingdom ministry.

Launched!—New Masters of Practical Theology degree

Tuesday, August 14, the Red de Institutos Bíblicos (RIB, or in English, Biblical Institutes Network) launched a new Masters’ program—a Masters’ of Practical Theology. Currently, three schools are cooperating to offer this advanced degree:  Quito School of Biblical Studies, Sunset International Bible Institute, and Texas International Bible Institute.  Leaders of the three schools form a steering committee which plans and implements the program.
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To see more information about this program, go to the website at www.redinbi.org

The MPT is a 12-course, 36-hour degree which emphasizes advanced equipping of men and women for excellent service in the local congregations where they participate.  One of the prerequisites is an undergrad degree in Biblical studies and ministry. The courses will deepen and extend the students’ biblical knowledge and ministerial skills, as well as encouraging the students to develop other leaders where they work. The courses will be taught by at least 12 different men with extensive experience in missions and ministry in Latin America.  All the professors possess masters’ and/or doctoral degrees in these fields.

From a good field of candidates, the committee selected 17 men and women to begin this fall.  They come from 9 different countries, and between them have more than 180 years of ministry experience already, though a number of fairly young. They include Carlos and Maribel Preciado (US), Daniel Nin (Dominican Republic), Daniel Urdaneta (Spain), Edgar Yungan (Ecuador), Pedro del Pozo (Ecuador), Edwin Valdiviezo (Ecuador), Oswaldo Albarracin (Ecuador), Juan Aylion (Bolivia), Juan Bautista (Mexico), Jhon Cuaran (Ecuador), Reynaldo Dominguez (Nicaragua), Jannacoeli Gonzalez (US), Jonathan Guevara (Mexico), Jose Luis Miranda (Ecuador), Geovanny Moreno (Honduras), and Isaac Torres (Venezuela).

We ask you to pray for wisdom and success for the leaders, professors, and students in this new endeavor.  We are confident it fills an urgent need in Latin America, and will grow in numbers and success.

Launched!—New Online Courses


During the last several months, we have made several valuable additions to our online video courses.  First, the difficult course on the books of Ezekiel-Daniel was finished by Arthur Puente. Second, Tim Archer completed Christianity and Culture, a look at how Christians can interact effectively in different cultures, with a variety of issues.  Both these are now available online at https://es.sunsetonline.org/.  
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           Tim Archer, Christianity and Culture

      Arthur Puente, Ezekiel/Daniel
Second, four courses were updated and re-recorded.  Two of these were parts 1 and 2 Life of Christ, given by Steve Austin. The other two were complete re-workings of our Exegesis and Hermeneutics courses, topics which are studied jointly because they necessarily interact with each other. These excellent courses were done by Kevin Montgomery.
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    Kevin Montgomery, Exegesis/Hermeneutics

     Steve Austin, Life of Christ 1
In the fall, we expect to have two more new courses; Evangelism, taught by Tony Fernandez and based on the work in Cuba; and Proverbs, given by Liudmila Fernandez, focusing on the work and ministry of women in the church. Finally, we hope to finish the last course of Revelation in late fall, Lord willing—a challenging but excellent course.

With all of these, we will have 43 courses recorded, which makes it possible for people to study and receive our degree completely online, if needed.  In addition, we have three sets of teaching videos based on archaeology (Martorell); Israel videos (Austin/Camacho), and Israel 360-degree videos (Isbell/Austin), which are excellent resources for biblical background in geography and history of the Bible. All these videos may be accessed at our YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC215-ugL_KU32VotdJEbgiQ/playlists.  
Since April 2015, these courses have had about 610,000 views in all on our YouTube channel, a stat which makes us grateful that these courses are being useful to the church.
Our most recent stats show that more than 1570 students are using these courses online, from a total of 116 countries since 2007 when the first courses went online.  In addition, these same courses have been placed on hard drives, and now more than 1230 students, particularly in Cuba, can access them even without internet. This brings our total enrollment at TIBI to about 2900 students on three platforms.  Thanks to the Lord for his provision, and these opportunities.
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“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
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Launched!—14 graduates


�


Graduation 2018—14 graduates, their families, and friends onscreen





	On Saturday, July 28, TIBI held its twelfth graduation overall, and also our seventh international graduation. In addition, the ceremony was hosted for the first time at the Woodland Oaks church of Christ.  WOCC has been involved with TIBI from the very beginning, one of our pillar churches who have contributed to various aspects of TIBI’s program and have always had members on our board.  They did a beautiful job, including a wonderful reception prepared by Marcia Mata and a great team of workers there.


	Including the 14 sites connected that evening, we counted a total of 125 in attendance, including 14 graduates, their families and friends, and the group at the WOCC building. The graduates represented 5 countries, 10 cities, and 16 different congregations where they work. 


	In alphabetical order, they are Roberto Adán, Rolando Camacho, Carlos García, David Marcano, María Mejías, Vircar Mejías, Gustavo Merino, Luis Mújica, Walter Precilla and his wife Johanna Samueza, Jorbert Rivero, Gustavo Rojas, Bernabé Saravia, and Enrique Vizcaino.


	Although some of these hope to continue in full-time ministry, supported either by their congregations or others, most will return to secular jobs to earn a living, yet now are much better equipped to lead and serve in their congregations, as well as training others to do the same.
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