Life of Christ
Professor:  Stephen Austin
Course goals
1. To study the life of Christ as revealed in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and be able to tell the basic story of the life of Jesus in chronological order.
2. To understand the relationship we have, or could have, with Jesus and the Word of God.
3. To understand the basic history of the land of Palestine in the time of Christ, including historical, geographical and cultural aspects.

4. To see how the original languages can help us better understand the text.

5. To pay particular attention to key areas of Jesus’ ministry and teaching, such as the Sermon on the Mount, parables, and miracles.

6. To imitate Jesus in how he related to the many different kinds of people he interacted with, with the attending challenges.

7. To learn about the many tools available for studying the life of Christ, whether books, maps, pictures, videos, websites, or other resources.

8. To be able to apply all of this knowledge to our lives on a personal level, as well in the local church setting.

Exercises for reflection, experimentation, learning, and growth
1. Sermon on the Mount challenge:  Take each of the following statements from Jesus and practice it for a day, with whatever opportunities you have or make.  Then write a one-page paper describing what you did, how you felt about it, and what you learned from it. 

a. Fast for a day, with a specific focus in mind.  Matthew 6:16-18  
     

b. Be reconciled with your brother (practice forgiveness)/love your enemy  Matthew 5:21-26, 43-37

c. Give to the one who asks of you/needy/do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.  Matthew 6:1-4, 19-24  

2. Jesus and technology:
a. Facebook page: What would Jesus’ Facebook page look like?  What would he put on it?  Who would be his friends? What kinds of ideas can we get from these for ministry today?  Design a Facebook page for Jesus.
b. Text:  Write a series of texts between Jesus and one other person:

i. God—before Jesus chose his apostles
ii. Lazarus—two days after Jesus raised him from the dead
iii. Demoniac (Luke 8)—a month after Jesus heals him.
iv. His mother Mary—a week before his crucifixion
v. John the Baptist—while in jail before he dies
vi. Other…
c. Twitter:  Describe an event in Jesus’s ministry as if it were being shared by various people on a Twitter feed with different perspectives.

3. Choose someone who interacted directly with Jesus in his ministry, and write a one-page reflection from his or her point of view.  What happened? How did you feel? What did you think while it was happening?  How will this change you in the future?  

4. Give at least three examples how Jesus treated people who were outcasts or marginalized in some way.  Who are the people you know with whom you could interact, and bless?  
5. Give at least three examples of how Jesus trained his disciples to be leaders in the church.  How could you do the same in your ministry and church?

6. Take the test over the chronology of the life of Christ.
7. Draw a map by hand of key cities, mountains, rivers, regions, and sites of Jesus’ ministry.  Include at least these places, if not more:  Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho, Bethany, Samaria, Nain, Sychar, Nazareth, Cana, Sepphoris, Capernaum, Magdala, Bethsaida, Chorazin, Gamla, Tiberias, Caesarea Philippi, Mount of Olives, Mount Zion, Mount Hermon, Mount Tabor, Mount Gerizim, Jordan River, Mediterranean Sea, Sea of Galilee, Dead Sea, Qumran, Masada, Macherus.

Key resources and related books

· The New International Version (or another version you can understand well)

· Alcorn, Randy.  Money, Possessions, and Eternity
· Alcorn, Randy.  Safely Home.  Multnomah Press.

· Barton, Sara.  Called
· Brother Andrew.  God’s Smuggler
· Chan, Francis.  Crazy Love

· Dekker, Ted and Medearis, Carlo.  Tea with Hezbollah
· Goff, Bob.  Love Does.

· Harris, Randy.  Living Jesus
· Hill, Wesley.  Washed and Waiting
· Lewis, C.S.  The Screwtape Letters
· Marin, Andrew.  Love is an Orientation.
· Marshall, Catherine.  The Helper
· Platt, David.  Follow Me

· Platt, David.  Radical
· Powell, Mark Allan.  Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey (digital version can be downloaded from iBooks)
· Ten Boom, Corrie.  The Hiding Place
For an extensive list of resources regarding further study of the Life of Christ, see the Resources document on the web page for this course at www.ibitibi.org and the link for the course (http://ibitibi.org/en/?page_id=4400&preview=true). 
Schedule of classes (56 classes and 87 videos)
Class 1a:
Introduction 
Class 1b:
Resources
Class 2:

Christianity is about Christ—Time Machine—46 AD 
Class 3a:
Christianity is about Christ (core beliefs and processes)
Class 3b
:
Standards and interpretations

Class 3c
:
How to use the Bible
Class 4: 
Geographical context—Judea
Class 5:

Geographical context—Jerusalem
Class 6a: 
Geographical context—Galilee
Class 6b:
Geographical context—Galilee 
Class 7a:
Important groups in Jesus’ time: Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes
Class 7b:
Important groups in Jesus’ time: Zealots, Herodians, Samaritans, Pagans
Class 8:

The synagogue and the law

Class 9a:
Introduction to the four gospels
Class 9b:
Canon, perspective, and literary tools

Class 9c:
Characteristics of each gospel
Class 10a:
The birth of Jesus: Genealogies and angles
Class 10b:
The birth of Jesus: Bethlehem

Class 10c:
The birth of Jesus: The wise men
Class 11a:
The childhood of Jesus
Class 11b: 
Growing up in Nazareth
Class 12a: 
Jesus, the Jewish rabbi: The oriental mindset
Class 12b:
Jewish rabbis

Class 12c:
Rabbinic teaching
Class 13a:
John the Baptist—birth, baptism of Jesus
Class 13b:
John the Baptist—last days and death
Class 14a:
The temptations of Jesus—Introduction
Class 14b:
The temptations
Class 15:
Sermon on the Mount 1:  Life in the Kingdom of God

Class 16a:
Sermon on the Mount 2:  Anger and forgiveness
Class 16b:
Sermon on the Mount 2:
  Negotiation and mediation
Class 17a:
Sermon on the Mount 3:  Dangers to sexual purity
Class 17b:
Sermon on the Mount 3:
  Pursuing sexual purity
Class 18:
Sermon on the Mount 4:  Divorce

Class 19a:
Sermon on the Mount 5:  Prayer—Jewish customs
Class 19b:
Sermon on the Mount 5:  How do we pray?
Class 20a:
Sermon on the Mount 6:  Jesus and money
Class 20b:
Sermon on the Mount 6:  Applications about Christians and money
Class 21:
Sermon on the Mount 7:  Discernment and final application

Class 22a:
Lost! The sheep and the coin
Class 22b:
Lost!  The prodigal son
Class 23a:
The sower
Class 23b:
The harvest and growth
Class 24:
The Good Samaritan

Class 25:
Judgment parables

Class 26:
Jesus and healing
Class 27:
The lame man at Bethesda
Class 28:
Healings at Capernaum
Class 29a:
Jesus and the blind, pt. 1
Class 29b:
Jesus and the blind, pt. 2
Class 30:
Jesus and the demon-possessed
Class 31:
Jesus and the lepers

Class 32:
Jesus and resurrections

Class 33:
Salvation in John
Class 34:
The Samaritan woman
Class 35:
Zacchaeus
Class 36:
Jesus and three women
Class 37a:
The bread of life—Matthew 14
Class 37b:
The bread of life—OT/NT connections
Class 38:
Jesus and the Sea of Galilee

Class 39:
Who is Jesus—according to Peter and others?

Class 40a:
The Transfiguration
Class 40b:
Who is Jesus—according to God?
Class 41a:
Jesus and the Sabbath—background
Class 41b:
Jesus and the Sabbath—other stories, application
Class 42a:
Jesus and the Jewish spring feasts
Class 42b:
Jesus and the Jewish fall feasts
Class 43a:
The mission:  Sent to be salt
Class 43b:
The Mission field
Class 44:
Counting the cost of following Jesus

Class 45:
Holy Week:  The triumphal entry
Class 46:
Holy Week:  Sunday/Monday events
Class 47:
Holy Week:  Questions in the Temple
Class 48:
Holy Week:  Tuesday/Wednesday events
Class 49a:
Signs of the end
Class 49b:
Parables of the end
Class 50a:
The last supper:  Model
Class 50b:
The last supper:  Backgrounds

Class 50b:
The last supper:  Teachings

Class 50c:
The Lord’s Supper today
Class 51:
The garden and the arrest
Class 52:
The trial before Caiaphas
Class 53:
The trial before Herod and Pilate, and death and burial of Jesus

Class 54:  
Effects and results of the death of Jesus

Class 55a:
The resurrection and appearances

Class 55b:
The 40 days and the ascension

Class 56c:
What is your response?

