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Wanting to mark this special occasion, we invited all our TIBI administrative team and the board to go to Cuba and be physically present for the graduation.  They arrived on October 11th, spent some time touring Havana, then came to Matanzas, where the graduation would be. They all participated in some way in the ceremony.  On Sunday, they joined in the Versalles worship service, and on Monday continued to see parts of the work in the city, as well as going to Varadero, a beautiful tourist location.
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     Graduation receiving line

       
       Liudmila and Tony Fernandez
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First time for TIBI admin team together in person!       Seminar with Cuban evangelists
This feat would have been impossible without the leadership and organizational skills of Liudmila (top right). She and Tony strategized regarding the best way to help the Cuban people have access to TIBI’s courses in all 16 Cuban provinces.
But while Liudmila was giving me her normal report, I noticed one category of students (part-time occasional ones) which didn’t seem to add up.  Upon checking the numbers she has kept through the years, Liudmila returned the next day to tell me that, instead of the 950 students we thought we had in Cuba, there are actually now more than 5000! In addition, though that is how many students have received courses, Tony and Liudmila estimate that the total number of people who have watched them is at least double, because they are often shared in homes or churches.  So we may have more than 10,000 people in Cuba who have seen or taken some of our courses.  

I was stunned, and of course very pleased.  And we believe that the Lord is opening the doors for many more, as our Cuban brothers expand this work.  With this increase, the number of students TIBI has worldwide is close to 7000!  Praise be to God for these amazing brothers and sisters, and the growth he has provided.
Intro to Ministry—and More…

On August 13, a new chapter in TIBI’s history began.  Seventeen masters’ candidates began their first course in the new Master of Practical Theology degree.  These students are from 9 countries, and represent several different brotherhood schools, where they had already received their undergraduate Bible degrees.
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   Masters students, night of first course

Reynaldo Dominguez, Nicaragua

During the first course, Foundations of Ministry, these men and women were given an introducation to graduate study, and further sharpened ministry skills already acquired and polished during their careers so far.  They analyzed their own spiritual journey, gifts, and personalities, as well as analyzing various aspects of the congregations where they serve, and then studied how best to combine all of this.

This program not only represents different countries, schools, and churches from diverse parts of Latin America.  It also represents a spirit of cooperation which all of us want to encourage.  We choose to collaborate rather than compete; unite rather than separate; learn openly from each other rather than distrusting; and emphasize the positive rather than the negative.


We are excited about this first group and the possibilities open to them.  They finished the first of 12 courses, and began the second in early November.  Lord willing, they will finish their degree in July 2021.  Lord willing, we will receive new classes of masters’ candidates each August, and strive to bless the ministry of many individuals and congregations in the Lord’s kingdom.
Welcome 2018 TIBI Undergraduates!

In early August, the same week the MPT began, we welcomed our 13th class of undergraduates.  This was the largest intake we have had in our history, with 10 new scholarship students, 11 more full-time students working on their own, and 3 more part-time, for a total of 23 new students in video conferencing.  These, added to the 11 second-year scholarship students, give us a total of 35 students in live classes!

As always, we share our courses with other institutes such as Ensenada, Toluca, and Mexicali (all in Mexico), and any other people who are able to join the live courses.  So in each course this fall, we have had between 45 and 60 students!  That is by far the most we have consistently had.  We remember our first class of two students, and thank God for the growth.
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Part of our incoming class during orientation 2018


Our new scholarship students are Hans Aguilar (El Salvador), Cristhian Ilovares and Marvin Miranda (Nicaragua), Francisco Patlan (Mexico), Yasnuary Albarrán (Perú), and Eli Almao, Alejandro Garcia, Lourdes Gonzalez, José Medina, and Alfonso Tarazona (Venezuela).  Five countries are represented, including one new one for TIBI--Peru.  Among the other new or second-year students, five other countries are represented--Argentina, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Bolivia, and Colombia.  TIBI now has students in 21 of the 22 Latin American countries.

 We count at least 30 congregations where these students are engaged in ministry, and they represent at least 60 families.  We ask for your prayers for each one of them, that the Lord would equip and challenge and bless them through TIBI, that the Kingdom would grow and flourish in these bright spots in Latin America.
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First Graduation in Cuba!
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Graduating students, Matanzas, Cuba








On October 13, TIBI held its second graduation in 3 months—but its first on the island of Cuba.  On this special night, 28 Cubans celebrated 6 years of work by receiving their Bachelor of Biblical Studies diploma.  None of them were full-time or scholarship students; rather, all of them worked nights and weekends, persevering through all kinds of challenges—economic, weather, academic, health, technology, transportation—to achieve this goal. 


We heard amazing stories of sacrifice and persistence. For some who could not even read well, others read the material to them and helped them do their work.  One man spent the last coins he had one month so that he could copy the notes to study for a test!  In spite of these challenges, and wondering if it would be possible to finish, they encouraged each other, and achieved the goal. Counting them, TIBI now has 103 graduates! Already, another group of at least 45 Cubans have begun the bachelor program.   
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“And my God will meet       all your needs according to his glorious riches                 in Christ Jesus. 


To our God and Father be       glory for ever and ever!”





Phil. 4:19-20








Texas International 


Bible Institute


P.O. Box 1501


1502 Avenue I


South Houston, TX 77587


(713) 910-2819








Online video courses at es.sunsetonline.org


YouTube IBIT





� HYPERLINK "mailto:kevin@texasbible.org" �kevin@texasbible.org� 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:slaustin@cebridge.net" �slaustin@cebridge.net� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ibitibi.org" �www.ibitibi.org�  


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.redinbi.org" �www.redinbi.org� (Masters)





Texas International Bible Institute


1502 Avenue I


South Houston, TX 77587








